AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Small Business Administration

that are competitive in terms of qual-
ity and delivery and award will be
made at fair market prices. However,
after conducting market research, the
contracting officer shall first consider
a set-aside or sole source award (if the
sole source award is permitted by stat-
ute or regulation) under the 8(a) BD,
HUBZone, SDVO SBC or WOSB pro-
grams before setting aside the require-
ment as a small business set-aside.
There is no order of precedence among
the 8(a) BD, HUBZone, SDVO SBC or
WOSB programs. The contracting offi-
cer must document the contract file
with the rationale used to support the
specific set-aside, including the type
and extent of market research con-
ducted. In addition, the contracting of-
ficer must document the contract file
showing that the apparent successful
offeror’s certifications in System for
Award Management (SAM) (or any suc-
cessor system) and associated represen-
tations were reviewed.

(ii) SBA believes that Progress in ful-
filling the various small business goals,
as well as other factors such as the re-
sults of market research, pro-
grammatic needs specific to the pro-
curing agency, anticipated award price,
and the acquisition history, will be
considered in making a decision as to
which program to use for the acquisi-
tion.

(c) If the CO decides to set-aside the
requirement for competition restricted
to SDVO SBCs, the CO must:

(1) Have a reasonable expectation
that at least two responsible SDVO
SBCs will submit offers; and

(2) Determine that award can be
made at fair market price.

[69 FR 25268, May b5, 2004, as amended at 75
FR 62281, Oct. 7, 2010; 77 FR 1860, Jan. 12, 2012;
78 FR 61144, Oct. 2, 2013]

§125.20 When may a contracting offi-
cer award sole source contracts to
SDVO SBCs?

A contracting officer may award a
sole source contract to an SDVO SBC
only when the contracting officer de-
termines that:

(a) None of the provisions of §§125.18
or 125.19 apply;

(b) The anticipated award price of the
contract, including options, will not
exceed:

§125.23

(1) $5,500,000 for a requirement within
the NAICS codes for manufacturing, or

(2) $3,000,000 for a requirement within
all other NAICS codes;

(c) A SDVO SBC is a responsible con-
tractor able to perform the contract;
and

(d) Contract award can be made at a
fair and reasonable price.

[69 FR 25268, May 5, 2004, as amended at 74
FR 46887, Sept. 14, 2009]

§125.21 Are there SDVO contracting
opportunities at or below the sim-
plified acquisition threshold?

Yes, if the requirement is at or below
the simplified acquisition threshold,
the contracting officer may set-aside
the requirement for consideration
among SDVO SBCs using simplified ac-
quisition procedures or may award a
sole source contact to an SDVO SBC.

§125.22 May SBA appeal a contracting
officer’s decision not to make a pro-
curement available for award as an
SDVO contract?

The Administrator may appeal a con-
tracting officer’s decision not to make
a particular requirement available for
award as an SDVO sole source or a
SDVO set-aside contact at or above the
simplified acquisition threshold.

§125.23 What is the process for such
an appeal?

(a) Notice of appeal. When the con-
tacting officer rejects a recommenda-
tion by SBA’s Procurement Center
Representative to make a requirement
available for award as an SDVO con-
tract, he or she must notify the Pro-
curement Center Representative as
soon as practicable. If the Adminis-
trator intends to appeal the decision,
SBA must notify the contracting offi-
cer no later than five business days
after receiving notice of the con-
tracting officer’s decision.

(b) Suspension of action. Upon receipt
of notice of SBA’s intent to appeal, the
contracting officer must suspend fur-
ther action regarding the procurement
until the Secretary of the department
or head of the agency issues a written
decision on the appeal, unless the Sec-
retary of the department or head of the
agency makes a written determination
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